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Overall Comments 
There have been some problems in bringing your work together in one place 
but this now appears to be getting sorted through your new blog site 
 
In this is the first assignment that you have undertaken to cover the 
requirements of the course you have worked through most of the series of 
exercises and have evidenced your awareness of a range of technical and 
compositional skills. There is good development of the technical side of things 
and I do not think that there will be any problems in that area. Something that 
should be kept in mind is that when making images even for the exercises try 
to obtain the best images possible not just to illustrate the technique but also 
to stand alone as good images. Try to reflect and develop the aesthetic side 
of the process and include references to the work of others. 
There are strong images in the submission and some interesting 
observations. 
You have considered and reflected upon the work that you have produced 
and there is clear evidence of critical reading and consideration of the work of 
others. You are engaging with other students through blogs and are clearly 
enjoying the challenge of your course. 
Please note the following from OCA re submission of work. “Photography. 
You can agree for the student to send prints or image files, 
to send attachments by email, or to send links to a submission (in 
Dropbox for example). If you agree that students can send prints, make 
sure they are aware that whatever method they use to produce them, they 
need to be of a very high quality and that they should aspire to achieve 
a professional standard. You may agree that your students can send their 
assignments via a blog post, but only so long as the low res images on 
the blog post link to full size high res images." 
 
Assessment potential   
“Formal Assessment: You may want to get credit for your hard work and 
achievements with the OCA by formally submitting your work for assessment at the 
end of the module. More and more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning 
seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are 
just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. 



 Please consider whether you want to put your work forward for assessment and let 
me know your decision when you submit assignment 2.  I can then give you 
feedback on how well your work meets the assessment requirements.” 
 
Feedback on assignment 
You have presented a number of interesting contrasts in this assignment with 
some good images. I like the pointed image with the strong curving line that is 
placed upon the diagonal. The sweet and sour images work well and are 
visually apparent in portraying their characteristics. The same visual message 
is clear in straight and curved. The feather and the weight work well together 
and the colour red unites them in an implied harmony. Few and many are not 
such a happy combination visually and could well be interpreted as heavy 
and light. The many image which is composed of strong geometric shapes, 
could be framed at right angles rather than the slight tilt that exists. The 
moving and still images are rather tightly cropped. The former needs to open 
up in composition to see the cyclist moving through the space to enhance the 
sense of motion. 
The big image of the flowers and the ship is an unusual combination. 
As the flower is dominant in the foreground is this the big subject with 
suggestions of bulk not overpowering the delicate or is it the implied 
size of the ship from the viewer’s experience that makes the ship the 
big subject. The colour of the flower is echoed in the buoy on the side 
of the ship and creates a diagonal link between the two elements of the 
picture. 
Overall a good presentation of work for this first assignment. 
           
           
           
  
Sketchbooks 
No sketchbooks presented . 
 
Learning Logs/Critical essays 

               The learning log is developing but perhaps needs to find a structure that is 
coherent in its design with easy links to content.  
You have engaged with a range of critical reading and have started to reflect 
upon this in relation to your work. I am encouraged by your consideration and 

               questioning of the texts. You have stated “Sometimes it strikes me that too 
much is read into a photograph” and then have given this some thought. To 
expand on this I have recommended another book which is considered a 
seminal text in the visual arts. Short and very accessible but should be of 
interest in relation to this topic. 
 
 
Suggested reading/viewing 
Ways of Seeing (Penguin Modern Classics). John Berger   

ISBN-10: 014103579X     ISBN-13: 978-0141035796 

 



Pointers for the next assignment 
Continue to engage with critical reading. 
View the work of other practitioners and engage in a critical view of their 
work. 
Develop your learning log to include a critical view of your own work and 
reflect upon your reading and viewing. 
Start on Assignment 2 
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